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UNCLASSIFIED SUMMARY

This product was drafted by ODNI'S National Intelligence Council, National Intelligence Officer
for Russia and Eurasia.

We assess that Russia's leaders do not currently intend to launch military operations
against members of NATO. Moscow would not back away from conflict with the Alliance,
however, if it determined that activity by NATO members posed an immediate threat to
critical Russian interests. Russian leaders want to avoid kinetic war with the U.S. and NATO,
and are cognizant of the dangers to Russia from such a conflict.

We assess that Moscow is increasingly concerned about U.S. military activity, especially in
Europe, and that this increases the potential for unintended Russian escalation.

Moscow is particularly concemed about a possible U.S. military base in Poland,
reestablishment of the U.S. Navy Second Fleet, the increased U.S. military budget,
expanding missile defenses, and near- permanent U.S. rotations and forces in Europe.

We assess that Russia intervenes abroad primarily to prevent a perceived geopolitical
loss rather than to make new geopolitical gains, and intervenes where it sees the costs
and risks as manageable.

We assess Moscow will continue to try to divide both NATO and the EU, weaken public
support for those institutions, obstruct their enlargement, and boost Russia-friendly
political figures and groups. Russia almost certainly will try to capitalize on what it sees as
mounting tensions between Washington and Europe.
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