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Kuwait: Governance, Security, and U.S. Policy
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Hi story and Governance

Kuwsitoptimism after the 2003 fall of 1ts mnemes:
15, 2006, death of -Ambrr (lubbhehtalnKKoawaAB mad d al
under wenpotepeabprdeddisonomic stagnation.

The origin of moder n'®tKamwtautty,dawlken ttohde hRameta rUtyad t
“Anizah tribe in the i1intetioort hef artlkea Arhabi ans he
1756, the settlers appointed tHewiahbah hfamnldy off
1 9% e n tKmurwya,i t i l eader s aligned with the Ottoman E
rule The BRhowMbbarankl@Gwhe Gmrnemzt to power by assa
brojyhkater built close tiesArt ol 839 ttari matty kaosuinct:
granted Britaism fcoornetirgonl aofff aKiurwsa.i tF ol I(dAwi4ng t he «
198), Kuwait becamdna JRurniet ils9h, pO®tlec Bor aaen rec
independence

Leadership Structure

Under 'Kuw@86®2 constitution, ani Amthi @deaeshite xword
“rlu€ds t he hedadr wlfe rs toaft oKmamman dichri 8¢ of t he Ar med |
appoints acladsnujsupdegneds ,t haen dNat i onal Assembly. The A
as head of government, who in turn appoints a ¢
menmnebr of the Sabah family, and until 2003 the Pr
posts were heldtbysaKwywaigtlhdtnpadassto no.f t he key min
(defense, foreign pShbah, fmmdd §1i mence) are 1led

At t he timés odfe a&mhis,ri gehuacbceads s or’g d Sthiary kAb dSual 1 a h Al
waisn f.ibAmi ef succession dispute among rival br an
res ol vtehd® mwiitheh Mi ni st e4Ah thhld yakbhi rS aAHln &S apbdauhn g e r
brother Amibrd e mi mogne Almaimu a tAYMi2r9 ,Fa2@®®6 years old
andcds swiotnhin Al S ab hshu cccichsaslicosne a ppatedcular afte
hospitalization in tdetUUictre20S9ameceduvitngclugp
planned meet i,Df., wint hWaRrhe snigddeommt Tr u mp .

Table |.Senior Leaders in Kuwait

Amir (Ruler) Sabah al-Ahmad al-Jabir Al Sabah

Crown Prince Nawwaf al-Ahmad Al Sabah

Prime Minister Sabah al-Khalid al-Hamad Al Sabah

First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Ahmad Mansour Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah

Foreign Minister Dr.Ahmad Nasser Al-Mohammed Al-Ahmed Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah

National Assembly Speaker Marzugq al-Ghanim

El e cNaetdi onal Assembly

ThNat iAsnsad mbl y, est dsb INwwemb cbry 1KU6va idtonstitution
ser viengcaleld body among the Gulf unpnfaa clhies. Fif
me nebr s o f sehrevechamiAn e mMp.Thé ogover nment has expan
electorateimgrtadaal 99 O0esx,tecthlibeo tgeo vseornmsmeonft nat ur al i z
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Kuwaitis and Kuwaitis natur al i Ka & awfoomre na t least
obt asiwmfefdriagghet s when the National Assembly passed
May 200% recent elections, about 400, 000 Kuwait

KuwmitNational Assembly has Imogries lsadcape ofr avotnhsour]
ody G@C tshteaitne sp a rdtr sbfetg a sak & twieolinlnogh ¢ g & tdkraat fitoend

y the gdherAmeambly does nofi ncdoinvfiidrum ld &b iomre te nn
utf rietquentsihysng¢“gs t PDhonmagp, by s imeprhevmasdeatsy,

o006 fno ¢ on,fainddemce eptr iame mi ni Sitnearbibly t wo ttiongc ooper at
over liKkuwewsli ¢ ahawvenioaoenc as i o-h%8 1 ,FI997%B6 2003, 2006,
008,, 22000191 , adg,¢20da6coadtatunt ommAsoste kthloyl

ma n d anteiwn ge | e c t i o n.So mwep poo 5 n tsfelerkd saay sc ons t itutional 1
whiamh e As s tt amh | pwoiuthyd mEr iaMe n i, wh wo ufladdrena bi net .

N < oo o

Factions in and Outside the National Assembl

Political partamfda catrico nnsontc Apmepremiletd tfe wbrl réecnt ti so,n s
“t rehodpol itic &Th efvaeciteil@mosg aanti zae tpraa dilKd wad n a |
forum cdilbvemwi n heervneantioncgi al dhaotshtedlibgs, of all
ideolbetiiedsns g an Kuravlalipt ags' f ol 1l ows

Govermnment Supporters

o “Tri baDiamws s uppomretr afldl ym,l g s-s1 lwadidutcead e d
comnsuteint s in towns and villagemetimmeshe outer
referredr vocespreipmanielsy focused on steering
largesse and patronage to their constituents

e S hsMo sSthsiian t he As s e mlry aanr eae ldsd ibabnei cs at 1s1
National I s hamiaa |l Alalmeanntcaer.i akBs whahethended t o
government

o WomeTnhe wolmettocedt he National Assembly, to date
suppgdgedver nment .

Gove r ntne intDipcpsod nt s

o “Libeuambds Y® hlechasdfe rtgh iosup nhai gddluy at e¢d c ul a
elitidce 2008, Kuwaiti youthKgwwmutps have or ga
libtrgrseng such“Oramgs Moithkimetnit” Fence

o Sunni IKu/lwwbitsnknsil agné@ se¢r ally criticize the 1oy

secular. T h eh aSvuen nt ie nldselda ntios tadufSilliima t e eit her
Br ot hsmulppowd ters (Islamic Cormsatriddtemei onal Mo ve
“S al a’fNiesi tt sh.erre chwafisd vaieo lHeomwe r, t he government has

sought to disban&uivhar B gt/ lwmdhmh o od

1The descriptions of Kuwait’s factions are widely discussed
their description s .ctioisisa produdtaf multiple converddtionsbetweéndhe duthor and
Kuwaiti and other observers of Kuwaiti politics.
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Poli Tux mRielpe atlsesdke mbly Suspensions and

Disputes between the Al SabahltendAsmpdpeoabtaltb iiopnn i s t ¢
200ma risft ed as repeated As s e mbnloyn es mosfp ewnhsidcbhn s a n d
differences over the power Ab 8 k afdibhdey Sbteattwee en t he
Department has coiss ddignshtyadh)l cddckKuwaidt fair.

I n t hrneael MAastsieombly el-2¢C09 ombsudar2ica,g 200®6; May 17
16, 2009) , divisions between the gover nment and
overr otlhee of the Assembly in overseehmg gover nmen
government accepted an Assembly demand to reduc
(from 25), and the first women were allowed to

The Ar ab tthmrti shieggasneimarded yt Rd 1di visions bet weer
the elites in the Nationhd MAsswvaplpopli@bhblomhe shr oa
supportedf dbrycliyjgbtn¢ hsotro Mi ngntEong tuos ep moaft aamrt t he
inr ips BPaklowing atle gibwakts haddtdeposited $92 mil
accoun¢e¢spod]l i a me ndtaavreimabnesr olp6p,o 280t lsloon n and out s i d
As s e it oy mAsds ¢ hiel ya bdieinladd cdh g i Blen i’sr¢ € r g nQint i o n .
November h28 ,di2d0 klo,,a papnodt mttheed eMmsnri s t er 8-haykh Jabi
Mubar ak tAd tShadtdep owsatswistvhorunr fir st ,mtaen¢chgieahew c
const ibtruetaicom a I

o February 2, .0XxDelc2e mbEelre c6t,S v2n@ kg, dtdAmi r
National Assesteenbadwfidmidbs uvar Oph,0s2Q1lidn
c andiaddavteocoag tf ul 1y el ¢ a nhldedg agloivzeartn mantof pol it i«
parwod2 of t hbeunoSn0e soeffi ¢tmhazined i%d a ¢ ks c wa d .
Turnout waAl eadbdiuntg 62pPHn o s i tSiaodnn afti grumred Ah mad
to phepgp8&8st he hedDI9dumidpPpowiwdoamists
named thel guabenzhbtinh g Asrseeqmbd gt ti i &
I nrtieor Minister, odmrs Amiuntthicoxrmiaticyi st od shiisspend t
As sembly for one month

e December 2012 ElectiOm JTudgk20ed2012 Court

nstitutional court voided thec Pactember 201
oundd e iantated the ThMa yAmldnleOsdls eAds tsicommbsl yf. o r
c
n

(e}
o

ember,add @ddR2ceadtwooimdd eash a ballot for o
d{jpdeart ed zsatt hieat-ahaeahath@er t hat appeared inte
mplicate opPposgtiAhboddowdedst sbyoSunni [s1ami
ct ioadmsa‘pptimwo v e r ’hAmesnetmb 1 1y calnu duinnpgr el7e dent e d
A Three womenaswemenedgSudant [ s amists.

heidrCggetredn EJwlilcy OdbAhJlu6h,@ 122013, t he

t it utuipohreahld "AenWiec r ee t hat each person wotl
one candisdcdat @ bpevtre )di s ¢ o ifeoerd t he As s e mbl
operi¢isnc tihiec dAlhnetc t Nemw ¢d ewcthaed ds on

,3 fledi3ght wo me nl 8r acna n(doievdtadtyeafslo i t 1 o n

ps, 1inCNMadcomgumimeduc i npgr-gowetr menre n t

Mmli sy cdapt i vedt wonewo fne of wiheare dsse a t ,
hgnedThab@at4 oincaaidSthd eSHaoluarf i s t

re s

mhz ¢ Ed e c. Puiboln ¢ d e mpoenmsetrraaltlayd nseurb s i d e d
oappos st sontnhdaiteayt ewbuld participate in t h
mb 1l y Ced Eeegigricounnss. tea nrcéegsioimp par ent refer enc

» O0 ¥ o BBOS OO0
@g\g.]"ﬁ%m\\

>N2”>UQ —~ =0 Ok UJ"'?OOUUQ
M o w o RD —35 o B
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t o rtehgd omever atthe chfsddm ¢ ¢ & )t he Assembly and
elections f or —MNaorvleingbrleatm®beoridd Y20 ¢t @ndidates,

Il we wo melnhmain opposition
pr oduc eedmbalny Assppl igobet wment pand opposition

Recent Devel opments

To f oAsesseemblly
aew goveirbemenmb ewi tPhdbla7 ¢t gbbktutle different from
The °’AmisSohna y kh Nas s-Ahh mAd R hwba&h baaphp,oi nt ed Fir st
Minister and
Labor AfMd Mi hses od for and for

State Housing

Following tld¢ vAhAmierd t o
United States,
includdfng henewomen
resigned before a

cabinet ministers, Whoister

likely

MinisteMubarhak Al eSda bidamhd, Ameisri gnna me dKhSahlaiklk h S abah
Sabah, who was serving as f orleni gcno nmmrienrits twirt, h atsh «
reshuffle, the Amir als o dis misas erdi vhails, stohne flIrnotne

Minister, cfzezald howofigabmbptubEBFOf mndkion in

polandctahesvotetieces

,cha | dmsghtdlsvee c aOcritnoebte,ri R Wtl 7Tappoint e d

Pof ofs ¢ h®Mi mipsptoemliiMe B s s wer ecofvoteai al
Ser v

Kuwaft eon méedti colhhdr t it 6at Mmeh
parliamentar y hqaulelsetnigoemsi ntgo otfw oa Inhi

vatdtdmd gov cPremnficendte noc fe .

The next National As s e mblla2 ®2l0eocutri oynesa rasr ea fdtueer
election
Table 2. Composition of the National Assembly
Feb.
2008 2012 Dec. 2012 July 2013
Ideology/Affiliation Vote 2009 Vote Vote Vote Vote Nov. 2016 Vote

Sunni Islamist (opposition) 24 14 23 4 3 16
Muslim Brotherhood (ICM)and (all Salafi, no (roughly equal numbers of
Salafi ICM) ICM and Salafi)
Liberals and allies (opposition) 7 10 9 I 9 8
Shia (pro-government) 5 9 7 17 8 6
Sunni Independents (tribalists, 14 17 Il 28 30 20
pro-business deputies, and
women). Pro-government
Women (pro-government) 0 4 0 3 | |

included in categories above

Source: CRS, based on articles and analysis from various observers.

Note: Some members of the National Assembly might span several different categories, and several sources
often disagree on precise categorizations of the members of the Assembly.

2«Kuwait ’ s

ruler

fires

s a RssociatedrPresd¢dovednbenli8t2019.f e 1 1 ow mini st er
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Broader Human 3Ri ghts Issues

The State hmenpaanr trmegrhtt s dernetpiofrite sf otrth e2 pIr % siwng p al h u n
Kuwai‘tepotostafe; arbitrary detention; politdi
interference with privacy; restrictions on fr
criminalfi zlaitbied n censorship, and intermnet site
peaceful assembly and freedom of association; 1
in persons; criminalizatsieoxn soefx ucachnds omgwalt sa dbufl t
forced labor, princi’pally among foreign workers

Two of
Societ
h o
e

ca
e e
b

e maseppndmnhnehuman r i ghttelse oKugwaniitz at i o
y or Human Rights and the Kuwait Associa
£th have been alsl opwreAds wandsccas  utma nKuwagihtt s or
clumanyRighoh € Dec wan

Readouts dfe vmdisutbhalliitg hme et i n g sKuiwmditc ati s ctulsasti olh.sS .
maimlny secugibvpabd*btldwe weslU. Ssecomwec r @ampt p chm vfeun d s
been used ttowmaei Kulwag ¢ ¢c;dwbagtshce capabdbkipteineads naf

-
-

bot lw
in th

Ku wanietdia apdr o emoot m&sn r ilgnh tFsY2 016, the United States
the National Endowment for Democracy, for an un
Ku waSiotme of t he $4. 5 WiSIAliDb nEXdpeltgdrbeare ¢ eflobyFYhe@l 7

the §$3.rle gmisltldameaad for FY2018, was obligated for
functions in Kuwait, but it is wunclear what ©pro

Kuwé&Her FY2018, about $235, 000 was oibnligated f o
persons s pec iNfoi cfaulnldys iwne rKa1 wsayd ¢pnrt o gorna msi viid Kwwa iet
FY2019, and none was requested for FY2020 or FY
foreign operations budget justifications for FY

Womesnn Rights

Kuwawo men enj oy esgml,s trimmptthttrssd e g 681 by custom and tr
The law does not specifically prohibit domestic
assault. Kuwaiti-Kmovmdn i wme nme wmmp @tso wirv e htiH adirre ns
Kuowaiti ,cialitzlkkawgh pKuwaiti men can give their f
citizerfssehmap e police officers in public places ¢

Wo me n isreatvieo n a l appointed DG@Gbathillecn staod mvugnt ¢ i n
nat ieolneaclt iaolntshough the number of women elected
been (ssmiael It a b)l Womebno v ealdowwaa ®©Hovn bAns iesdasisnag e d
1 6% oofi It hsee ¢ k fiso rfceeWimrhen s e v Ku whirtgia n idzead iicomtse d t
wombn rjghteh as t Hse Kwlwtauirta IWoanmedh Social Socie

3 Much of this sectionincluding allsubsectionsis from the State Departméstountry report on human rights
practicesfor20 9 . “ Kuwai t .~

“For example: TRemark¥hyiPresideril @bamaand Amir SabatSaklah of Kuwaitfter Bilateral
Meeting > Sept ember 13, 2013.

5 USAID Explorer Database. Kuwait. FY2017,2018, and2019. Accessed in May 2020.
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Tr affickingand IPaelrostonRsi ght s

For eight yeaKwwaintdiwmas ide s2i0glnSat édrby fthéiSgat a
Per sroenpposTt er "TWwo e e tKulwewvietd 3 t a n g eiwna etdh,e 22001176, and

20r& pasTftier 2: JWamwWefthuddpgradei® itho t he rle9port for
(latest. aTvhael |20t SHNowdodretpl aypagimlitzaed initiate

criminal 1investigat ifoonrs ionfg mrtemasfdfinitgd bns g uademe ¢ ha
trafficking 1aw.

On broader hledhlwrore bresmeseptated reports of beati
wor kerwsho are al mosbty atlhweaiyrs Keuxwpadlthreisaetmepst,p pet s ha
occasiondibyomauseddifficultiesl Ifoowi nKgn wraeipto r tlsn
Fipliimaihaad been found dead in an apartment freezc¢
Rodrigo Duterte barred tr alvnel2 Obly6 ,PhtiHd pRuwaist ic ig
set a minimum monthly wage for maids working 1in

%

w1 tl abwpr ot ect the right of workers to form an
rgpaain collecsigalifjchwtm dabtbdaHoawteivibears, ¢ ml y

d e faeudtehroartiizoend by t hies gtohvee r Kniimeanoth, TFteod ddeaattei,o n
UF). Foreign workers, with the exception of
ces dthdtlr,i kes havel ntcalkedp hpegl abeye of . Kuwait Air wa

<

wﬁﬂmw
»—W»-gsg
5 o o

Stat Noniactf i ze 'St atnaell es $BPdo)swan s

Nowulf Asndss and stateless r es,i daenndt st hceo n tsismuuee
their citizenship Arcicgohrtd€iunwgg imhtaoé¢ n 8 ma n r cafrioeg we ds , t
approximaséehye886Wi0dobiteo nAsr atbawi twlipormdt t he country
whiHueman Rights Watch estimated the Bildoon popul
March, 20h¢ gowveramdatkddinesofve Bildo,onthatt us of t |
deadline .Wasondengetad et Depart ment hutman rights

gover nneeimu i hazgesnmahlilp ntBmbeams of

b

Freedom of Expression and Media Fr eedoms

Since the Arab Spring uprisings of 2011, Kuowait
expreSisnoa.2014, the gover nment has revoked the
for criticizingtthengovelagmehltyKubmdtiotke t he cit i
citilznenlJsuly 2015, Kuwait enactedgar elyibgirocursi mfeisg ul

criticizing the Amirr,] adoi ohsr witdh Kuwmeirt countrie

An of ficdwadr epmeenstso cg@nbt B8 ddehpe gr owt h of a vibr ai
independbntth emePdrieas s an do fP u2bl (0 @ bttoippihcess Ltahwat ar e o
limits for publiubd i sabnedr sbnlmbugdgtiesrlesar s Isiicoenns ePd by t h«
I nf or awigldainkteher GYXhQisntatgsdamg edaveagainst t he
use of social mediaKtwhae tpietniacli £eo dteh  Agaverl eme Bt
to five y¢&oabrjse citni njgaitlo ftohre r i ghts andOmuttheoritie
ot her hand, in Sepctoecumbte ds2ul thq forocee déomnpa etsis pol it
opinion oniSemcihdtilinnneedd e’a ¢ oans’t yt ut i on.

The most recent State Department “Trafficking in Person” r
7 State Department Human Rights Report for 2019. Kuwait.
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Religious® Freedom

Rec8nhate Depart ment ghealviegtiicddt ilefh Kewdonms pepor t
for redegsolhes efrs no registratioituatleluniaon ment f
Muslim religious groups must sobtwomshailpic Rede gt
gruyps gaerncea bl d¢d yt o wor s hip, vbiuttheopubte i Indtiieferfsfi ear betnacien i n
permission to c¢cdDestprnuvet op ww il astl ralnm Hgeotessnr n me n t

h alsi ¢ esnesveedn Chr i s tian ¢ hur c ®es, 0t000 sG@emr viken tnhdet sa p p r
(@almost all )Rret extpantr,ji aReman Catholic, Greek Ca
Ar menian Ort hodox, nglGn &dt&akm)@Fathhaol Dddx BlulOdhOh ki At s ,
250080ndud 0, 80 Bhnso sntodniyt ) z ewhostrok 1 nAnKounwga iKu wa it i
citizen9, Chboste vet ahipana dBlowies h.

Of the 30% eopbpKdwaion that are Shia Muslims, ab
Saudi Arabia, and half srarefwlkl soreamrkesmamgli ad K

filtehneo f iatnadrey ur i t ya sa pwpealrla tasss government, and are
clerics without government 1 nctoenrtfienrueen cteo. r1Hopwoervte
discrimination, includingadimitaeds aefewor ¢bbi p.cl

U. Kuwait Relations and Def e n:s

Ku waviats statategicallgs ort o otlh¢ i Umi #tlgrdacgS tWatres unt i
(1 9%189D8 8 )whuewng iKit ban k@ar,sofighSt.aqhel p agaihisotr I raniart
to tWhaS., caonsulate openednwas pkgrirwbad e a ni ne nObcatsosbye ru p
Kuwsitindependence KonwmiaBhet dinstnGid9P6lstate to
with the SovietpelUnhiaopns irne dtllhe¢c ittimdg0lsath e emeidntygh 1 ¢ £t

Ku w afiitgiulthéds Ambas s adori At on Xu Ra mtahnoo W solr int,ehrel y wa s

principal deputy Coordinator f.or Counterterror:i

Amir Sabah hasident withmpPp on several occasions,
20IWBis scheduled August 2019 meeting with Presid
was hospitalized.

Defense Cooperation Agratmgiatn dDDLAY gu
Maj or -NMIfO AIMNAPBt at us

I r'asignvasion of Kuwait in August 1990, and the U.
deepenedKuvhae fUe 8s e rAe If aotr inpanl3 elfiigdnastee rCaolo per at i on
Agreemenwas(i@Aee)dSept emheavd®d mddtOligd edlf Sxpul sion

of ITraqi forces from Kuwait in Operatlilon Desert
yeabrwst, r e mai’Thtee¢ nt e f e wtteapsosritfeideldy, provides for m
in the event todfrymw exesdecssesoi Wt Smikbvaluation of
Kuowaiti forces; U.S. arms sales; prepositioning
range of KuWhhe iD&Aaccidaompbe mitand boyf Forcegs Agreem

8 State Department reporton International §lelis Freedom for 2018. Released June 21, 2019.
Depart ment of USKSecurityCoboperatiomishiKewaitt > ™ar ch 20, 2020.

10 Hajjar, Sami. U.S. Military Presence in the Gulf: Challenges and Prospects. U.S. Army War College, Strategic
Sudies Irstitute.
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ana greeme¢hte UhSt Depattymenatl by De hd.hS$ .esdrdemc emn s ur
subpatygy U. Sindew2016, the Unitede @ tShdarrast eagnd Kuw
Di a 1”ongeucet 0 b g & ast eecr wrbiotpye.t*ta t i o n

Kuwasmtlit moyehtlhan neldr aig¢ si npvraess i on s trength of 1°7
say that ttrlad nUng ammpmewnd drtstha pgthalsity of the K
partic Wil Borrld§es w ghiet i ke ot aorma GGfi@sse mattiemes us ed
militarythide dowdtakiBsg asnuch as

U.S. Tr oopsand Maucwaliitti es Used

At t he tUi fa tcdfdrtabwea 12  Inle,m@dD0y0a qU.iShr etma onpd 1in
Kuwait und®Trhebnhte DCA JSacnddes¢ t a s y n aDeecde Mlueari nX0 1 7
visit to Kuwait that only Ger many, Japan, and S
d o €Tsh.e U. forcemibmdlﬂd@&pAr,m)notgpuingythapﬁmiﬂt
Fouyp dt & op Kuew apiotw ehro sitns tthlee rleega d
ns against the lasnlda mhiacs Smaadtee (
lities availabThe tbmeurmso aolfi t i on
S 1D
-1
1

—t

- o

S oe

- o
o o e

[oNE=S
Qo o =g

(—Pog—p

ingnhet] sdoenpel toiyneeds tfol uKcutwwaitte s , b
alb oluettvlealmw eh so fo ft ka rtlgt 210 210. S . f
f, iA*%¢cluding in Iraq and Afgh

Kuwarstet atiswwwed adttthaad e ICiadnipe sAr i f jan (t he mai
arters 1in Kuwait, 40 miles south of Kuwai
Camp Buehring ( neAlAlStahl ¢ mb cAdhdmearBla waielt h S a u d
;AiandBas enaval faclidiadaddictailodmr,d W.aSnp fPart ad ot
0111‘[55 atntKuwmaitti onal airport as the largest U
n citsi osnc h eed wlceadt et ot or West Al Mubarak Air Base Ww
25Th@Wnit ed St aatbcoGmMa iMitnai nRse s i stant Ambush Pr ot
hicles,amd KBuwaipmorn tpoaewlasi nusKadvafigar the 2003
4@ Dec e mble.rS .2 0f0c5r ces vacated Camp Doha, the he
wait durihng the 1990s

s o
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Major -NNWIMO Ally Status

Re c o ggn iKzufsna ¢ o ns i s tfeancte taendd emmo pgat he i,/non eAlp Sitlat le,s
2004Ge 06tWgBeu s h AdministratioftimadjeoseN Aliddnt acldl yKuwai t a
( MNNA2) ,designation held by offhy dnsqguanlhiefrioeisu l f =
Kuwdioitmcr e as erde Idactfeedn sree s ear ch and development ¢ o
Statecdoetsexnpetdi t e U. S.apmxreaawrarthsvoes ablreasn ctho Kuwait .

11 Department of State. Remarks with Kuwait First Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah al
Khaled atHamad alSaba at the U.&uwait Strategic Dialogue.

12 Middle East Media Research Institute. April 22, 2014.

BThom Shanker. “In Kuwait , Panet t aNew YofkiTimesdecdmbe$ 11, Co mmi t me n t
2012.

14 u.s. Central Command figures provided to the Congressional Research Service. January 2020.
15 Naser alWa s mKuwait to host largest US miliry airport in Middle East The NationalJuly 15, 2018.
16 state Department Fact Sheet on Security Cooperation with Kuwait.
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Oper atDeofneals e Coopledrhhd i bmes d 98

Thel Ifoowing sect-Kowaitdidefienss &. Sooperation in 1 e¢

198Dsdmaq War

Dur ing -ltrhaeqIIWaansdought to ¢ empgeltKuwantancial and
supfolrrth gt ki Kmgraiti o1l utthhe adkli t Alema dwii tthe rcrmiuniasle
missillensl 2887 the United Stadt es ceosrtta mlnids tead kae rU.r

program to protect Kuwaiti and international sh
Earnest Will).

1990peration Desndr i rGtqorfCmnt ai nment

Kuwasitleaders were 25Jh%%0c na qbyamdiec dow gKmswtaiidn o f
whilcahs t e d -luend ido dJl iSttion forces of nearly 500, 00C¢(
i ffOperation "Mesaenruta r K edbhbrgu alr9y9 12 8 )s1 ¢ 8 8@d s, Kwiwei s pe

the occupation peweod trs 8 @udidioladpicaddr .biKuwaodint
of f st St henwacamstng al

After ,abouwldldmhDDi0t ar vamedr s momegtesdi tWHi.roSoor

out fit two -ewenbe ts tbuivganidteid B o ol lziatgil e 9sPhikS

enfor cetneon tf 'pfveas n e out hern I raq ,( MPNeWwveodlivon Sout |
1,000 U. S Ai d e Floakteewnpiaettr s Emwmedt cont20bButed abo
million per yetahrosgfeotri,Sdins@otthc o sdts 2mif Itihoen $pSer year
U. N. budget2 0f03rKutmhaeq t1 9®bls er ver Mission ( UNI KOM)
I r-Kgqwait ®border.

20023 1Aperation Iraqi Fr eSeaddodm th OIrFa)q and Pos't

Kuowait suPgphaednedtia hnei 1l itarily oyvedhoeddbeov BSwmldkd a m |
of t hCl Fb.rSc.e of about 250, 000, as wellinns the ot
March Kd @sdltsoovided $266 umigelofbdombed tbuwwniforces
didenoerDulrriang2 021010, 3 etrheb 02e5t, W 0 0 U. S. Kuwaotps bhods e d
includidnegp ltolya asngr ctoar dlihBegf ¢ s ¢ Depart ment, Kuwait
about $210 milli oekni nple rs uypepawry ttis nt iosh itlkhi8r.acrdmmblnyi t a r y
Kuwadwmutring2 0200 3

2014 es©Opération Inherent Resolve

Kuwaailtong with thgoadatmleadrlte@€ CcldsaSlaitteiso,n agains:t t h
September 2014. 1t hadsgqukrRrastetad tfhohea Opeerraattiiocoma Il nht
“ARCENH he U.S. Army compone (tCENTCOM.bLead riad C.
Kuwait, and the ARCENT commander serves as over

17 Office of Management and Budget from data provided by Departments of Defense, State, and Treasury. Provided to
CRS, 1991.

18 Author conversation with U.S. military official in Kuwait. February 2014.
19 Report of the Secretar@eneral on the UN Iraluwait Observation Mission ($/2003/393Jiarch 31, 2003.
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has abtbdwedcoalitsieo nmiplairttametrhsceqtud phaar it ti?cfi pra t i on i
Kuwait did nostt rcaognedisuhkett] a miyc a$rate in Syria.

For FY2020, adppendimg Badghe of the United Stat
202 0Kuwasi te x pmacktkee i mated contributions to U. S.
million for the Allied Contributions and Cooper
military construction, and supplies and service
Accoumtc ¢fiotruction, maintenance,t mdarttpair pr
fortesis not known whether those anticipated co
sharp fall in the price of oil, exports of whiec
COVEIDP pandemic.

Defense Cooperation /WNATHO @telmetre rCount r

Kwahassuppeédftf orts to promote greater military c¢o
incl thei nGeECCt dac il dmr m a joinKuwmhiahasltsaeruyg hcto mma n d .

cooperaoti momAwWdbIS. phD¢aembeNARM Il Kuwait began

dis cuospseintNgAEOent er 1inaKXupaidts tdlinttfheper ation I nit
(ICI') initiated 1i,n f2000md.]l 1 Fh-t CNAR@gd ehreta NrATOn t e r ,
on Januar?0n2 O,c tobler 1 .,-1 CQI0 IRBeg gitchrea INACOnt er held
meeting to rssviewf.®ihhewembeerr 2018, Kuwait opene
of fice lant NMNoATOmber 2017, Kuwait signed an agreert
defense ¢ o @&pveoruanttiooind s mhl it ary exercises in Kuwai
U. &rms Sales to Kuwait

U. 8rmales to KuwmddomdengntenBDeflense Depart ment
Congr eosrsomott® interoper. aKuiwatiggowsti letUed. af weabsh
can funpui ¢t haKwwaiint shoanse,ce yésmr 81 amounts of U. S.
in rder t of oqru aal itdfeys wkdu wimttist of ficers forbofrtaining
iR elnogabiee td. S. e xAse sosf dMafrecnhs e2 0a2r0t,i calcecsor di n

rtment security acbooovpetelra t Umint efda ¢St astheese th acsi t &
ive gto@oevaeamemént Foreign Military alSes ( FMS
s to Kuwait are:

ZE-N )
o O O
—_ =g O
o~ 7O

e Mi ssi |l e DedSeimmscee StyhseKelmiét sets 1P wWmpahd e U. S .
Patr imits sainteiaf iwel hund¢ sallowed the United St a
owned Patr iPKuswain HKwmwainto.t annypyutnlbeed whet her

more sopli.ina dlemmitlmlgh Ald¢ Defidas &r ( THAAD)
missile de@mr nMay s2yldset eDd2dns ¢ Security Cooper :
Agency said the State Department had approve
Capabil-BfyiefpRedfic am & sridleast ed equipment for an
cost of $800 million.

NV« Kuwait Plays Uneasy Hol$I S sCaCeanaddbelevision NewsOctober29, 2014 n t i

21 NAT O press announcement. January 24, 2017.

22 Kuwait News Agency. October 1,2018.

2B« Kuwait Call s Uu. S. Deci si on tReuteRSeptember 26/2048.1 1 ¢ Syst ems ‘Rou
24«|y.S. State Department clears.8billion sale of Patriot air and missile system to KuwelReuters May 8, 2020.
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e Combat /AHBEhaftoresofl Kewaof 40O@mbat aircraft
F/A-1 8 ¢ o mb aKu waaiirtc rbaofulignm t2Kumba,ls I9%2d utpo buy
to 40 aFd #i8®Threa OAdmiani sntort aCfoiinegdr ¢ he o f
sadep tFel 83Kuwdanverd &8 onf(es hemated of §5
bi )P on
e Tanks 199Buwai2l & oMIghhks at a value of $1.9 bi
Delivery was cKampladgst endo ti nb olu9gdh8t. U. S . tanks s
2017 1itewotuagnhkt hnul 1l s, armammade¢e Badkengines
forece, at an estima?fed sale value of $29 mil
e Apache HelSeapotpetneb;esrKubwoati @ b t-&8H ( Apac he)
at thheclki s, o pteed at about §$940 million.

e TactMicsasli A@@KBu,wait bou-gBH7C1A0v araldM Wl m M
Range-Mirr Missile®n (JAMRAABY ,.DS2CA notified
Congress of a potentdaltHedd {4 gteco alowdwait of 30
mssiles, with an estimated value of $30. 4 m

International Military Education and

Ins ome ypa(sfsY2-0 0 TRuwait received( $e@-DB Mmr0d @peno unt
yearlntiem national Militaryf Eddicmg.i ohihandi Arwaanipm
primaril Xuwéd iodriusacladfmwt s on the training it pa
UnitedKSwattesspends a total oifs apbroougr a$n,0 wnh i
approxi maKtwevlay t 1 p@ni § beam¥dy intelligence, pilo
dis ciaptl imaersi ous U. S. military institutions

ys
d h ot
t t o1

—

Foreign Policy Issues

Kuwait has 1ong Uneien da bSidgattdtkCrGwti ¢ ke wt ahiet has tende
to act within a GCC consensunscdifidctover meaaspitf o
oun treergiinogn al Amhre 8a bk kaey alod h entfi@d4 it fhta t

upted in Savddiadl b7 WHAEwRas s adt Ba girntphlnetmeQattsa r
licies fundamentall yvbatokeddsselwitti o nestilvat hGQE t s
ndandisea acces sThteSne dthetiar ¥y eafr iddomdiewcsRed Tille
r gnesluyc c ‘sshauft v ll e "adn ptlbenaKsyswa dtuflyodd&dd 1ater that
anri rA Svaobrakhe d wi tTh ulnpe otkddaf ect tal k's Amitrween Q
aykh Tamim bianSHaunlaidsf&Arlao biinaabrii nc e SMd mammad bin
uKluwait did not join Saudi Arabia, Bahrain, an
om Qatar for several months in 2014 over s imi

- o 0D o~

n at | easKuwaniet ihnasst aancctee,dhmi lead&C&yyamsgatdthéend
rom int eKunwaslie tutn rac snsawmpd omum it h ¢ ,dMatrecrhv elndt,i 02n0 lolf 1
GCGPeninsuluaniShiteol ddssist Bzhiasti ameaprisyngor

= < ——o o o

%« Kuwait Sa yls8 Slteitcsk sDetsop iFt Reutepsp Jawnah rPe [2aly,s 2701 6; “Kuwait to
Jet Deal with Italy: Minister. Gulf News, February 12, 2016. Defense Security Cooperation Agency, The Government

of Kuwait-F/A-18E/F Super Hornet Aircraft with Support. Transmittal No-216 November 17, 208

26 White House. Remarks by President Trump and Emir Sabathraled alJaber alSabah of Kuwait in Joint Press

Conference. September 7, 2017.

27 DSCA Transmittal Number £16. October 16, 2017.
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that ,momtth did not send ThKo wandatviarldoeoppasir iti eddud yBa hr a
20IKuwsitinvol vement c¢came d&uawiaSikkiiaopposition fr or
Relatiohsagqith

Kuwsitcontentious relationship wHutshs elthtaqt Heng pr
1922 Conf e€rUggmg e Boefit Ali n n eSgaoutdiia tbeodr dtehre, Kwiwahi ts ub
territorial loss to Kuwait. A memorandum in 192
unratified 1913 convention. Thet he ryetarl roaiqli walsa
discovered in the emirate. Although neither Ira
Kuwait, Iraq asserted a claim tBubitamdde aAlt par't

War blmlmediaf Byt ain reco ginndeqlenKd sualiet al 6rle ne we d

its ,clwhiim Bbwifed by British and Arab League for
t hatf odrrmaql ' y r e ¢ o gsn iiznedde pbeontdhe nKcuew aaintd , subsequent
continuing t o hper eisssl afnads .access to t

The threat Hil § §semirSualded aim I raq was ndPtdtrhaienly cc
Shopposgirtoitoppsagqnducted atTfhe kBecdamKawali983 bombi
Uu. S. and French embassisgassnnKhAmamt oManyd han8 Sat t e
were attribiuntsepdi rted @ lhfed d ir amlha ¢  Ca 1l 'wa Paacrttiyv.i sStesv e 1
were arresadtd dDdfkesr athivists hijacked a Kuwait Ai:
Even though tpSsddamllrecaagae risk i( Nmmwrd Hdider Al Abad
members 'wéd Phep ®PDhi tKow akll abswtipdogl,i t i ¢ dhle mt ammsd DO her
Shpalitic itahnast ihm vier bgeis pHethdamnt Oaddé bt hqps,
2008, Kuwait named its first amOmsasmuaory tlo2.,]r agq

t1

thlme Minister NassZPBrri Meenaame rt Heo fviirssitt HKurwvaa
as iTehreaqi Pr i me-MMilwea tKaarwd MeOrhih & 12012, paving -
f or Mmiart tSeanbdaahn ¢ e2 @t 2 (hle2 ,MaArcahb 2l7¢ ¢ hwme s u mmi
kedeltmaq to The Apahketso | Nbaft ilounwmali tAs s embly vis

3
o
000 BOoN< < zpoT RO

Februarytd@8tka 2B0ée9annendrefirtyheflthgiKuwacupation
r a a humanitarian operation center (HOC) that
from 200Hh €2&® 0801 Kuwait hosted’sa stagpditebdndabyy c onf er
t h Uni aaldlr ®m.a2@ 8, Kuwait held a tonHsmhpgpnce th
reconasftirtusctannounced defeat of the Islamic Stat
of ITraqi territory in 2014.

Residual Iseulesadi olrnthsion

Someesidual ilmsapisarsfeimigdmmntAueg ust 2012, vtolwe dl r a qi
tdend all pending 1issues[ 2wikds t'lautwancmfibe f oed t he
Ir'asqinsistt&ndNe Shatrihy Chummpttifecorf r e mo ve. NnyChart
mandates on Iraq s tRumimg a rvoKms wtishi e o nlwm s Yiolmy s t e 1
on June tlh2e, twhl ,ounehkhessufegmieseddi t @ Kuwaitis and
Kwaiti property out of the Chapteet he ms wpitarhvi s i o
alternative mechanOs mde c eamsb edri slcS5u,s s2e0dl Ob,e Itohwe. U. N.
passed t hr—eled Srbe,saoill@95678,heanedd a d dearmm tss@amse against Ir
budtindot e“%Cd ap/hle.rN. mam &t @ ut omatic sevYomue deduc
reparatiodsspaymedt bel ow

Reparati onBn tPialySnZeOiltds,r m@ Vv e n we r ¢ d anahg eld N.o
escrow agccoumbhatshdb@®&bmd mteglhhae victims of the Iragqi
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Ku w aTihtld. N. Compensation,cGoemmiesds iDays ¢ (hEN @Fh)e t m U. N.
resol,utpiacinds$p bt | A wamtdoe dover nm@ @t gomedd i bn5
indiavildu mynt he ¢dme Apt i brtdh@tl$ hleadset, ofemaining am
to be fpHdbdldvfassm4 . 7 billion awarded for damage t
Iraqi o8¢mpatiban, Iraq hagemMade ds ¢ her ohtpapamadn
balance to ablotuhte $c3o0 n7t ebxi 1119 Donut thber eCaOKV IriDng elaad y 20
as kkeudwait to cancel or accept a delay in furthert
Mi ssing Kuwaitis and.TkwewatictNio Ibhfdtioemmak r AROHIOV e s
continued the ef £109r9tl, wSeeqcudirrNetdy euhodhgmrc iphaass ti [ y
687), to resolve the dpaatret yo fn atthieo n6a0l5s Kmiwsasiitnigs aar
from the 1991twerf, the WelWwhias nhaional archives
Tar awaobv., Mi gtle vel Cofoorrd itnhaetldere iJs s mee sltbg R0a @, o fvitsh

Kuwaiti Prriemseu IMi a1 dKsuitweariatn jloriang r ec ommendation t o
of sming property and pers ons Trheacooommehred aCthiaopnt ewa s7
endorsed in t-Gendt HlepSedcreoetfadyuyne 17, 2013. U. N.
Resolution 2108bbifs Hadled Ra¥l, H2Dblr3di nataas fmandat ¢
t hseper vision of these 1s swulersag¢g o( Hdhwedlélh). NCh aAptseirs t
VI of the.2U. N. Charter

As of the 2003 W.eSe.a ricnhv agdricoecrte tsasfd rhla@3a6q ,nKsut,woafi t i1 s

l eavdGd9gsuensr e s Mdrwvedt. han 10, 000 trenches ,have been
anfdor members dJdsf efadadidamave blene nrAuigmtsetr 2i0elwe,d s o me
was announced with the handover tdi sKuovadtted fin h
ma s s vigmwr s out3ATehrins Ilreaaqgv.e s about 3Ruwhkhmts ebBegyretato
donotrhet ol taqi Ministry of Human Rights, which 1:s
the fate o the Kuwaitis.

f
a 1K aithe Nat,Aa xa llaJAiraceh ilvies 201 3, report (U. 1
13 2d4) laent @afnall the Kuwaiti property ret
2, Iraq returned to Kuswasitta tnar mea dius, bbox
gUntiov e K wa iyt, asn dCe&kmretyrd anlt dBakmekmb et 201 8, Ir

u
/
0
i
ent Barham Salih brought to Kuwait some K

v—g@c\m

2
g
1 d
ta

g Borsdheurt es Kueovmithbdbobmeqof which apparent

o C

wa lir

ctors iln9 90 aignvakava bdeKumast] yl 225 oGwlfd. WUnde
N. Security Council Resolutdemar® 323 edt boerdeundod
e m. iKmswiasite-® o d dlarhg 9 v ¢ r sif nmer nntaklnl oyw ldeadagae

mmit menasesnnbderioh to pay some of M®NBshea costs o
nsequence of the March 2012 Maliki visit to K
maintaining .telde blmamdd&aemgma mahide greelsaotlevde di sisnu e s
1I3n. 2I0rla’7ggdd o Kuwait greater access to the sharce

her Outstanding Bil akuewdaidts D ¢ tgaibtofudtsd | bapli i Ad r w

addearnra , d dblutt hKs waiott a pppraersesnitnlgy tbheeefabraqi goverr
ym&he March 2012 Maliki ™isssietr thkirosng ltoheaddd KKwwa i 1
2 billion for planes and parts stol pmayduring

PT = O NO OO TR TS

— o Oho o o

28 «Kuwait receives $270m in war reparations T h e 23,8@19., J u

29 Actions under Chapter VI doot carrytheenforcement mechanisroéthose adopted under Chaptet VI

V«T1raq Hands over Human Remains to Kuwait.” Reuters, August
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Kuwait $300 million in compens &tuiwan,t gmwdnto aii m
ventSuurbes.e quent tKou wtahiet wvdiisrietc,t Ifrlaagght s 1 es umed.

I ran

Kuwaintd e sctoanksei s tlewte lhieglgageime pafivmegc hebkbray of
Kuwspér ceptdwanacoofu nlt eSawdedi agnh t'Hlutrsas feti enr ulwha9ilt, K

of thom t eldr apawrnei aand dlarnb Qo pposifiaontiahkhdssof whom were
membegsothplmad conductediatt heAlmii 8B Bakuavha ivti s it e d
June 2014, ismwcilthbilnSga pnreecentei nfge ader , i Ayamol l ah Ali
PresideRouHans amisitedikfEbwanyfr ami & h@machcteesnspft u |
to establis-GC@ibroguder IIran

Ye t , aan¥yunGCiC Ar ab st at eKuawnadi tais ulpepasdeetr BUS S . a e F ¥y ,or
re ducés lerfafnorts to expanBuwdistfinfnbubdnoe nwtt be em:
any violUaSiomasnofi,amsd Xmavsant 6 tal ppalmsnit In gieannt

naturbhh fasuary 2016, Kuwait downgraded relatio

diplomatic facilities in Tehran and Mashhad by
dissiddsnhttdSFaudi Nimr al Baqr Al Nimr.

Kuowait publicly supported the 2015 Iran nuclear
JCPOA)Ku wamidtF or ei grne aei méd t foy u mp Ad mMary s,8 r a2 G b &
announcement ofPOAgxprxeenfimgmittthind i HJg S . suggest.i
for improving the 3BKauwowarnd iwetfddoohtilsedbpwwent r y
wil laUj dbianc Meddl e East StME®StA9g gc o u Allflaiicall cram b 1 o ¢
formeud discussions on the pact ha@€Cgentrally s
Kuowait reportedly told -Ued. maoadifticmal sedtor wopwldo
deter further Iranian attachscomdGeltfdc dmmengi &
July 2019 in response to U.S. sanctions. The se
Maritime Security Construct, w a®§Kuiwnaaiutg uhraast eadl sion
purchased missile def eSns ee fefqgouritpsmetnot ftohragte sau ppa m
defense net wAtr kt hgad ame¢ f rma, -eKsucwaaliatt thoams noafd v0b. cSa.
t ens—it emstihdartst e ds otroeo s t #¥1 it i es .

Kuwait has been vigitnadeér mimnripireeyvisekeet iRuvlal]ita n I fnr o
Kuowaritested some Kuwaiti c¢civil s ehrevlagnhtresg and st alf
I RGEFpl ot to blow up FRumSaipttie nmebneerr 2y0 1658, 6 iKluiwtaiiets .a r
Ku waSihtsiiaaom&r a whon hardt erdelpyo hi dden explos#ves near
I danuar yc r2iOndi6bnmrétn t ¢ wot dt he defendant s, including
absentia) ,aZttdo IpdreiastchAn ¢ € h easc qlu2i tw eerde.

S« Kuwait Follows up U.S. Annoumeame i KuwatiNews Agenicyay9Nucl ear De a
2018.

82 «Qatar, Kuwait told U.S. they will join naval coalition, official sayReuters November 25, 2019.

33 See:CRS Report R4579%).S-Iran Conflictand Imfications for U.S. Policyby Kenneth Katzman, Kathleen J.
Mclnnis, and Clayton Thomas

34« T ran Cell Planned At t ReutkrsApril2il, 2Rhilwa i t , Minister Says.
35«Kuwait charges 'terror cell tied to Iran and Hezbollahl' Jazeera September 12015.
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Syria

Kuwsitlesmdedshat Syrian Preshdehd Bem htho Afa deadf
the 2011 radkulwlpiioam gt watd t he ot her GCC states
DamascusKuwa2til2afficiahas f{madltr head mSyvreirannme n t
rebel ,graomdsneither Kuwait nor any G@CC state dep
December 2014, Kuwait allowed Syria to reopen i
services for the appr oxhicKiaewel yi 1 &0 fShé la Sshrehyawn s
would work within an Arab League consensus on t
reg.fme

b

Kuwait hogheflgegiuvsiddd an victims of ,thihaacdadfhigcts i
hosting severaoahfmdfjomrcedofiombhe -cShyariirai nagn d cdoonor s
conference for victimsS,of2O0tlh7e IcitmphBlosuss@yeitsael d on
bilimnohumanitfhoidanh s38Ap p Kuoyfdsidten a h a o e s b coesne dc o mp
mostldygnefions to nine U. N. agencies and to the
(I CRC) . Ku vaaddidtd t hOoOsOtw ISty lreadt mtnhf 1 1 ¢ t

I Wct o2b0elr8 , ,¥Ka wdi taAmr b bti ldeo nthftEe d5 thd dt dam t o help it
cope hvei tfhi ntanc i aslt ibnugr dSeynrsi amf. almad I raqi refugees

Y e nne

After an -rAehdt SPrumrgi2sOilKlgwantd Yda men GiCiC allies br
transitidihet Watpladret @R mteeoso fd e nt Al i Abdullah Saleh
Howe vienr ,J anutahg &I0cd St ¢ dAbgdouv eRranbnbeun tMaomfs har f Hadi 1
of an o fifebmascikveedS hZkhayddtih i I Mea b2 h §KSu,wag pti ned t he

Sawuldecda ] it ion that 1nt arewetthedgHmuwdir nh mEuisk b dtso t r y
conduwmcitred trikesd omsHoauvtolmly. Snasde §BIKmavrati tbec ause
of its willirnagm,e stsh et ok eeyn ghaagcek h naslosfe stihedd. Hout hi s ,
mediated talks between the warring sides.

KuwaitioldlhiRegi €Cwalf laincdt d s s ues

Kuowsitpositions do not always align with all of

Egy/pMuslim Brother hood

Kuwniteader s ,S aud id oArtahboi scel avnhda tlt dhtkela s AE t organizat
Mus IBriméer hood in Egypt-ls m¢kppmwlo ¢ st Bo@@shteam hibmdti heg G
members wf BKwwdiemthaoatd ionPcyee s i dent MMo hmammadior
Brotherhood figure whowwsas debostddblyrté¢eahreyd Egty pt n
July 2013, Kouwheasha$8gbveshi baars, Egiy ¢pKtuiwianietsgtr ma
alhos adresd depgypetdas o nmicmn Ku(owpeuonsglfion

Br ot hepohloiotdi)ceal activities.

36 «Kuwait expects more Arab countries to reopen embassies in Damascus:.KBBdters December 31, 2018.

"Theodore Karasik and Tristan Ober” Kuwait sAladipprehensi on a
Council,May 21, 2019.

38 Kuwait Air Force chief inspects troops with coalition in Yemen. Kuwait News Agency, March 13, 2018.
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Pal es tlisnriaaenl i Di s put e

Kuwniteadaet sod&wdks-Bwileh ttihe an IfoermplpmosgaYmestids Ar af at
I r'sqoccogatkuom i & x peadthbio uthedy50, 000 RBRitdasetil®9an wo
war Kuwait duthhdqhent inptdibhatmaaasn,dd ra mad t’s o Ar af at
Palestine LibeRIddyodn threg aPmil zzasttif¥onni an Aut hor ity (

Kuowaiti officials say they will mnot follow the

quiet t isesg otvoelngnrednett,g-bn g kmmobidggres Swiotnh pacttacl.

Kuwait sruepnpaoimB®avesssfanelam 2018, Kuwait used its s
Security Counbcaiclk eted ebflfoacrkt sU.tSa censure PA Presid
an$démitic spbtechedaWdSitcondemnat Knwahts Hamas a-
increased dlnniatteido nNsa ttioo ntsheRelief toandbWaurtk $5M0genc
million peé¢eheydamnmmps AdmdeenddsoinraSa.topioctvth at DdDm ganizatio
J anuar4Kuwali8t opposed t heé Trreuwnopg nAdtsiiomniasptihtaatd ilesar ai
Jerusaldimd nmnaoatdl]amte2R B 1lg heswarelkd¥ihnopBahr ain at whi
the Trump Administration plrseisReriltesd iiMesat ne penr e mi c

KuwasitFor eign Miali sStpeornss oartetde nMieddd ]l e East confer e
during FdWBru20y¢ 9] 3Aduarbi msgt awhei cfdd s € igeng i minnails tt eorpsi ¢
alongside [IsrBedjadorn mNeManyshar

Ear,l iduau9 9thog 11997, KuWwaitdatdtmmddadaldaseral working
talks wimdhmd scartdr ol , water r e sroculracteesd, troe fAur gaebe s
I sraeli peacénndg @thideotKihotafs t&t e tdle ®f or cement of t h
secondary (trade with firms that deal with Isra
with blacklisted firms) Arab boycotts of Israecel
subsequwehmtnlgye etxr ade ,o fafnidc eitsthAew e tt hn [bbkosygtaoetlt on t r ad
with (pPsrinameal y’) boycott

North Kor ea

Liloed her GCC sthovss gcdKgmwiafitc hmts numbe(@bofit North
0,0Owkrasamimgstdmetted to the NodntboKoeoreanwgohe
eased UNSrt pr Ko RBKuiwee xopne lolretdh ']oambaas s ador (t
North Korean ambassador in tha Guwlpft)e mbred f

rt h’sKoermebaa s s y in Kuwaitedpd¢itry b wthas wsigtudelnla nl lyy r
aKfufwait also ceased renewing visas for North K
d it halted trade tthiee% waond direct flights bet

[98)

® v o -
5Bt oBs B

¥« Kuwait Seizes t Hetusadlem PaskeprintadindiddleCEast Eoeum.”June 16, 2018.
W0« Kuwait Rejects Israel Gulf NdDNewma, i Febiovoar £1 4 7ms 2019.

““Jonat han Schanzer and Varsha Koduwuvwaybe. P& maacd BosFaGetTw
Wr a t h-ed’NewdYork Postlune 29, 2018.

42 5ee:CRS Report RS22961,S. Foreign Aid to the Palestiniantsy Jim Zanotti
B« Qatar, Kuwait Stop Renewin gRelWarsSeptembéra®20Nort h Korean Worker
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Do me sTteircr or i Gam rattmeedro rGosonp e r*a t i on

Kuwahipsr e g dnots t , btuée¢ r mot ibayl ltahtet alcsklsa mi ¢ ,St ate and
s i ncles laanmiact tfateako ® que i n oKw wauine, kKl &2 @& d16m s

July 20 1s6a i duiwtasi ts ecurity forces thwarted three
Kuwait, includiBSdmas phletc Qoo ebrl la2wl laxip Fican sSptiarteed

indi v iEdguyaplt i mdhr osvrei giue k into a vehicle cbaurtr miong LU
S. personnel WwWar Aprajedéd¢ Foamrckidnieaddeader of t ]
l amic eXttatfat iownest he Phi Ifioprpvoét v amopuwditonal
antmo ngtt a®Ku Ka iwtalidtiame d t o have uncovered and f
cked attacks in Kuwait in recent years.

®© = wn

S . agenciecso vthnetl epr tKenrwraadati s m ef fort s Rebemder ¢ o1
ate Depar sanmeensturfiadacyt csolopetr at i ombowvashaKewd htat r
wasitMinistry of Interior and National Guard pa
unterterrorism units AtiatheaSaphgmmvdta Bil 2t0d 17
rategic DinalWaguhegDmge stwsvmaMitni st ry of Interior s
unterterrorism information sharing arrangemen
Bl @ymhe U. S. Customs and Bor dearr eCocnutsrtoolmss i gne d
formations wWitlcKwwaigtemwaiatl olfs ¢ ubdt sodas&GCIKE i e d
“I'ml‘'ternal Seoc wmihtayjn chhaategional daoau220didfeKnwaistm

introduced biometric f imlgeAiprrpionrtti nagn c th a&Ksu wsaii it ¢ d
system to land and sea entry points.

0 wno Rwnc TBT —C

5 mo o &

Kuowait long sought the return of two prisoners
Cuba, under accusatiBontvhe fr et eulronnegdi ntgo tKou wAali tQ abeyd alJ
Kuwait built a rehabilitation creratternto reinteg

Terrorism Financing Issues

The State Department 7repo8t cont egda haebpomvdelt,y ® nal t e
Ku wtaigoveerfnfroecndts nt or t he fihbanctihg odpoetrtrort edn
Kuowaiti Kadiliat i 8¢ at e cDdtphacr tCerenttr arle Bamks of Kuwa
implemenaéamagbda’ymesnaround policyr iirnampiosg ng U
relmeedne gebamikssg t ot snr U. N. aahcAt Wyl3 Kuswtas tpr d a
provided a legal basiattd promesudrdtEreeoezdestmer

2015, the National As smimbdlyi zpead scend]l iane atwun hmais
pur poses

Kuwait is a member of the Middle East North AfTr
Kuwaietvel oped an achrnoadesd adi AR koad mmmadnte y¢ i@ under i n g
andounterterrorismafidnanoni?2a@l ¢ AMKOLGEF) was deem
on AML/ CFT Hwmw 2We 7FEATKRR.wa it | o i-fnienda ntcwion gc ocuonntveern tti
the Egmont Gr-6@@T earnrdo rtihset UE iSn a n”d ifFiffgCHd we get j ng Ce

Kuwait declined tenbldadhi gSabactmee tlaekbyaHrnes ssea nH Nasrall a
sanctioned entity.

44 Information in this section from: State Department Country Reports on Terrorism: 2018. BRéetsber 2019.
B« Kuwait Says It T h wa r tReudersduly B,PQlG6.ned I SIS Attacks.?”
46 philippine Daily Inquiret April 14, 2017.

Congressional Research Senice 17



Kuwait: Governance, Security, and U.S. Policy

StiKdEwaitihadwamobme o faubhkdes af pous regional ar med f a
t he Al Qaeda anhbpkirattd (AlhiiXuhS pauibdlriec ly severed i
a

Al Qaed and c¢changed7Ai tTsr emamer yi nDeApuagrntsnMan2t® ho6f)f.i ¢
4, 2014, that the appointment o fAjamil,e aadsi nMi nKusw ae
of ustice and Minister of “AsétampcibBEndb®Emenong( Aw
Subsequently, Aj%On rAeusgiugnte @r,bh aBlpdprs tttmle.sea t 1 mp o s e ¢
sanctions on two Ajmi tribedeame mBQredara,nldx2024e ot h
which sanctions entlint iMasr cidnok?2o®& W& ¢dn € ns & rea tr iooarni esdn |
the United Nations Securmritfyy n@Gownail sKugpaenotr Jt1 et goe dA
a ntdhTer e aBap ayr samecrt takmwirdd p suonnd e 3B 24 for providing
t o Al Nusrah Front] amead A0V O QalbBdiayr fEmodt etr he iams s et
o Ku-wased

—ethhdasr i Hmr ¢ ReasgteoS @ad¢ #+®§ my allilnekgse dt o Al
2 4

Countering VioBéent eEDepamit mm nptr atiesrels Kipiwsamg traemp o r t
thaetncourage moderatTha gavéshmmnins Kpparts a nu
coumnneesrs aging campaigns on ratddo20t®]lecetvheigayenn
move@eater for Couns@&8frog LedtRalhalPrliistomt itoon a n
expanded faculty and broadened mandate. In July
Directorate for CybdAdnskowurtyyf wr t‘fRiognhntu hveicollitegnote r
extre’hmns @O0 18s Mumwiasitry of Education implemented
extremist idetbtogghitneachenlsraining and studen

u. S. Assistance

Alt hough Kuwsaittaties thaweagktly virt uhael IUnince dU. S. f
States has, at times, pmotvihcded otanmmyp fsomalali naimeu n
Kuwsecounter terrorism fiamwmtnhcorrhigt iFesd.0ll 6w aebbdDatc§
wapr ovided -nfaorrc octoiucnst eprr o gr a ms . For ¢€¥¥20im7¢ about
SupportSFundas &bligated for programs in Kuwait
destruction, &wnd pbowiflédo6bBpddBdDtri ¢ Nofpurnodgsr a ms .

have been provided since or requested for FY202
and State Department budget documents.

Ecmoml ss ues

Global economic eKpwashtvtnddeommetddpehdetamiec on oi
e x porthysd,r obcess naben still represent about 90% of g
abosu ofs igross dome Bec alisveadimtg u i  &EDPH)hat crude

about $S7Samplyo blmalraenceveiltls abwdganpsiie ofi i@ s ince

2 0 +¥u wahiats budigetsode A bhdbutl ps onye2d IKwuiwisd ¢

4Ben Hubbard. “Donor s’ F u n d sNewAYDrk TidgsNodemlea 113,2018.0 War in Syri a.
48 Department of th@reasury. Remarks of Under Secretary for T errorism and Financial Intelligence David Cohen

before the Center for New American Security on “Confronting
““Karen DeYoung. “Kuwait tQarbiAnlelte ghit n iosntse r Rkasyi gin3s, 210 1 4.

50 Department of the Treasury, Office of the Press Secretary. August 6, 2014.

510bligations provided 1in: USAI D “Explorer” Database, access
52Wo r 1 d Euwaitls Ecofomic Update- April2020. ” Apr 200 16, 20
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budgetary deficiencies hlavep drrdamiwchas eaedsbyd bvh
to fall to veEblrlecabke ho' kv EKwwdbietf or-¢9t be ki O¥hE P,

hd bdefiencgczpital i1infrastructhpgurbel iicn vseescttnoern ts aalnadr ire
subsidies, according to the I MF and other obser

Kuwait has a large sovercecignewetménhh Awtnlddor mtawn, g
holdingsate sk @it PdKo wtpir o d uc €dmialbloiuvotn barrels per
( mbadf) cradbke oOQMEC tpr oductsion agreement

Using MNMaticaubgilys t dtad o k iedfOfleOb,&e g o vhearsn mhtonvte
privadmeeswnetde i ndwe veprpisy thidkKm wafit wWaisr ways
cancellbdg¢cans epanftforpopm Stitwio miDibdnes ¢ i c political
del apeichkgomwsi tnort hern oihvése¢ementt oof geaegnte ab
barrels per dayoovte veexxt,r @ spmpa®™Nweovto KRB St c ountr y
economic satrrcaht e2gOyl, 8 ,i nKuviva i td eavnenlooupiNcae d ha gwi s i on t
Gatewazynomic oppacompatsyingndive natwvwral island
That project hi#SsilskiiaXiteyheeatnt rettihgdinvestment
t hat Goumwgindeen Belt and Road Initiative ( BRI). Tl
almo®tb$9lion in total investment, will encompa

cl earAsPaodwk ¢ st &Gtud &, Kuwait sees peaceful uses
its oveonomg nli@dddd 2t e Kmwaitedopmadd yanmbanmdoed

build up to four nuclear power reactors. The
wer research to its KuwaitKiwasitti tut ec dopeSat i
e Internationall IMEOAmi ct oE neenrsguyr eAgienntceyr nat i onal

rk 1inl KubwB2G 15, the United States provided ab«
rsonnel in nuclear security issues, and about
U. $. hfawred been provided since, according to t

7T g "D
oo 50 0o v

.

Kuwait Economic Issues

In 1994, Kuwait became a founding member of th
February 2004, the United StateBr amedwKmukwait si
Agreement (TIFA), often viewed as a prelude to
d iltn steheeksc.our se of,UtKewSeptSmbetregic2Dildlogu
artment of Commerce fiamamdimgdwst B¢ iwwamntdum o
estment Promotion Authority to eKewartage add
e $500 million worth of oil Itho JW.1§. 250t1dt9es a
ait signed a coontsadfirwmi Hhl Ui Burooh, seeporte
lion, to explorea fforr otils wdlf shoale wint Kuaval.t S
roleum Cor p.

itemps®rftabed from Kuwait have been declini
e dT gteanle ra.19.y . ewopbe ¢ s ¢t baiku$20ibhp dbaod
bomutbxpbres to Kuwait were at about that :
ed to about $1.3 bmpdiUb S, ecxpdetsing Kewa
mo snimk y ¢ a falu t aoinrachriddufestst,,r i a 1 feogoudisptmefnfts,. a n d

53 http://Aww.swiinstitute.ordndrankings/
54 The National (UAE). March 21, 2018.
55U.S. Census Bureau. Foreign Trade Statistics. Accessed May 2020.
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Figure |.Kuwait at a Glance

South Rumailah
oil field T Safwan i IRAN
L]
Camp
O Buehring
IRAQ KUWAIT - Persian
(o] <= :
Camp Kuwait City Gulf
Doha

Camp
o O Patriot
SAUDI ARABIA Camp
N Arifjan
A 20 MILES
Qil field and camp locations are approximate and "
should not be considered authoritative. .Khafjl

Population: About 4.6 million, of which |.4 million are citizens

GDP (purchasing power parity, PPP): $300 billion

Religions: Muslim 85% (of which: Sunni70%, Shia 30%); other (Christian, Hindu, Parsi) 15%
GDP per capita (PPP): $70,000/year

GDP growth rate: 2% (2019), but expected to decline in 2020 due to COVID-19 outbreak
Unemployment: 2%

Inflation: 2.5%

Oil (proven reserves): 102 billion barrels, 6% of world proven reserves

Oil production: 2.5 million barrels per day

Oil exports: 2.15 million barrels per day

Sources: Map created by CRS using data from Department of State, Esri, and Google Maps (2013).Fact
information from CIA, The World Factbqaind IMF; various press.
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