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L ethal Merve Gas Is Now Be:a
‘.;'4,, "33( 4 Ao ‘ 4 02

viags af Newport Ordnance Plani

CLINTON, Ind.. May 15. — meeting of the Clinton Ci am:

{Special.)—3earlin Sims, pl:mt ber of Commerce that his com{

"ndha"m of the F. M. C. instal-;jpany was producing a poer-
Jation of the Wabash Rner'ful new nerve gas which weuldy

Ordnance Works, revealed Hon-'klll a human in minatel
L f
|

(lav m’fht at a regular monthly|amounts.

The gas, Sims said, is enlor-;
less, odorless and tasteless. It
incapacitates by temporirilyl
"destroying muscular co- -ordina-;
tion. ’

Sups also showed. ' chariber
;mg:muers a rocket and a laund
;mine designed as weapons to
’contam the gas for use age:nst
an enemy durmn War.

+ 4+ + -
‘LAST NIGHT was the firs. of-
ficial statement about the uas
and .its manufacture. It .as
mentioned last year in an ar-
ticle writien by a London Lu'ly
l_?xp.ress reporter, and f
deniesd by officials in Washi g
3 ton and by the Newport Cheni-
cal Plan officials. It is uot
knowp where the London wi;:2r
got his information. Mentionr of
ithe gas was again made lust
ymonth at an_.-Indiana Sa: iy
Council meeting in Indiin-
apolis.
Official clearance for pu -
cation, however, was not given
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until last week, and not unt11
Sims had requested the dis-
closure as a means of further-
ing good relations with the
commuunity.
There is no danger to the
cummunity from tle gas, Sims
said, nor to those who work at
the pl:mt due to drastic safety .
measures taken. An employe
actually works with the gas
only a very short time; and
;even then he is under constant
lobservation’ of another employe
s athl’lCd out of the actual work-
!md are -
!_SIMS S.‘.ID th.xt orly short-
‘term contracts are made with!
the federal goverument on such!
-chemical plOdLlu @y howevc
“he said that. in hi- opinion, the
‘plant, would continuc in opera-
tion for four or {.v: more years.
\He stressed that this was but
an a:sumptxon on xis frart.
The plant bus e o 470
iduction for three ye. s. During
peak production, approximately
550 persons were empinyed at
the installation. Present em-
iployment, Sims .said, is ubout
EAOO The plant hus an uinual
payroll of about $2.5 miliion,
and purchases between $800,0060
and S1 million in supplies cach
year. It uses about $15,00C
worth of nitro gas per montn,,
most of which is burned in the,
flame readily seen coming from'
the {ower on the plant site.
Rumors had been circulating
in the Clinton area for some
time about the mysterious gas
being made at the plant. It was
lto quiet these rumors thut the
iofficial announcement about
‘the’ gas was made.




