Appendix L
Notice of Intent

The following Notice of Intent was circulated and published by the Air Force in the April 12,
1999, Federal Register in order to provide public notice of the Air Force’s intent to prepare an
Environmental Impact Statement for the Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicle (EELV)
program. This Notice of Intent has been retyped for clarity and legibility.
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[ Federal Register: April 12, 1999 (Vol ume 64, Number 69)][ Noti ces]
[ Page 17635-17636] From t he Federal Regi ster Online via GPO Access
[wai s. access. gpo. gov]

[ DOCI D: fr 12ap99- 60]

DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE
Department of the Air Force

Notice of Intent To Prepare a Suppl emental Environnental |npact Statenent
(SEI'S) for the Evol ved Expendabl e Launch Vehicle (EELV) Program This
notifies the public that the Departnment of the Air Force, through Space
and Mssile Systens Center's Evol ved Expendabl e Launch Vehicl e (EELV)
System Program O fice (SMJ W), intends to supplenent the EELV Fina

Envi ronment | npact Statenent (FEI'S) and Record of Decision (ROD) dated
June 8, 1998. The Air Force supplenment will be prepared to further the
pur poses of the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) by inviting
public involvenent in the evaluation of a new, supplenental proposal to
the action analyzed in the original NEPA docunent.

The FEI'S docunented the inpact of inplenenting the EELV program At that
time, two baseline vehicle configurations were evaluated: (1) A liquid-

oxygen/ | i qui d- hydrogen core booster (with the option of small, strap-on
solid rocket notors), and (2) a liquid-oxygen/ kerosene core booster. The
Suppl emental Environnental |npact Statement (SEIS) will evaluate the

proposed use of sone EELV vehicle variants using |large, strap-on solid
rocket notors to reduce |aunch costs, increase nission |aunch options,
protect |aunch schedul es, and i nprove m ssion responsi veness. These

| aunches woul d take place at Cape Canaveral Air Station (CCAS) in Florida
and Vandenberg Air Force Base (VAFB) in California.

In 1994, a nulti-agency Space Launch Mderni zation Pl an was devel oped to
eval uate national space |aunch systens and to inprove United States |aunch
capability. The current EELV program objectives evolved fromthe resulting
study. The purpose of the devel opment and depl oynent of the EELV is to
neet the U.S. CGovernnent National M ssion Mddel, both medium and heavy-
lift, at a |lower cost of launch to the nation than the present expendable
| aunch systens (which consist primarily of Delta Il, Atlas Il, Titan Il
and Titan IV). EELV is intended to |aunch national security, civil, and
conmer ci al payl oads. No crewrated or cargo-return m ssions are planned.

On Cctober 16, 1998, the EELV System Program O fi ce awarded Devel opnent
Agreenments and Initial Launch Services contracts to two contractors,
McDonnel | Dougl as Corporation (a whol|ly-owed subsidiary of the Boeing
Conpany) and Lockheed Martin Astronautics. Furthernmore, the Air Force is
preparing to enter into real property agreements with both contractors to
permt the use of Air Force facilities for depl oynent of EELV systens.
These deci sions were supported by the June 8, 1998 ROD as prem sed upon in
the EELV FEI'S. Full descriptions of the previously anal yzed EELV systens
are available in the FEIS at the follow ng Internet address:
http://ax.laafb.af.ml/axf/EELV. ht m

In accordance with the Council on Environnental Quality Regul ations
i mpl enenting NEPA, specifically 40 CFR 1502.9(c), " an agency shal
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prepare supplenents to either draft or final environnental inpact
statements when substantial changes in the proposed action are made

rel evant to environmental concerns.'' The proposed action to consider
permtting the use of EELV vehicles using |arger strap-on solid rocket
notors may be considered a substantial change to the action[[Page 17636]]
previously analyzed in the FEIS and woul d present different potential
environnental inpacts due to the use of different propellants. The size
and nunmber of solid rocket notors to be used on each | aunch vehicle will
be proposed by the launch vehicle contractors, Lockheed Martin and the
Boei ng Conpany. The solid propellant to be used in the strap-on notors
will nost likely consist of anmoni um perchlorate, alum num and organic
bi nder. Details regarding propellant conposition, propellant masses, and
em ssions inmpacts will be included in the SEIS. Because of the projected
differences in the environnental inpacts between the systens previously
exam ned and the new alternative, the Departnment of the Air Force will
prepare a supplenment to the EELV FEI S.

The SEIS will analyze the potential environnental inpacts resulting from
the use of solid rocket notors on EELV vehicles. Both governnent and
conmerci al launches will be analyzed to assess cunul ative effects. The
total EELV | aunch rate including |aunches using solid rocket notors are
not expected to exceed those addressed in the FEIS. The first launch of a
solid rocket nmotor variant is anticipated in 2001 at CCAS and 2002 at

VAFB. EELV | aunches using solid rocket notors are not expected to exceed 7
to 12 per year from VAFB and 14 to 21 | aunches per year from CCAS

The no-action alternative to the proposed action is to limt EELV | aunches
fromAir Force facilities to those launch vehicle variants previously

anal yzed in the FEIS. That is, the Governnment coul d choose not to pernit
the use of strap-on solid rocket nmotors. This would result in the use of
only the systens considered in the June 1998 ROD

Envi ronment al issues to be analyzed in the SEIS include, but are not
limted to: air quality, hazardous materials processing, hazardous waste,
stratospheric inpacts, health and safety, |aunch debris, |aunch noise,
soni ¢ boom i npacts, construction nodifications due to program changes from
FEI'S, and effects of new |l aunch variants on biol ogical species, ground
waters, and all other natural and cultural resources.

The Air Force is soliciting public input and coments concerning the
environnental aspects to be addressed in the SEIS. To ensure that the Air
Force has sufficient time to fully consider public response, witten
comments need to be received no later than April 26, 1999. Conments shoul d
be mailed to: SMJ AXFV, Attn: Ted Krawczyk, Environmental Engi neer, 2420
Vel a Wy, Suite 1467, El Segundo, CA 90245-4659. Conments nay al so be sent
via fax (310) 363-1503, and e-nmil: Theodore. Krawcyzk@ osangel es. af . m | .
The SEIS is expected to be available for public reviewin Sumer 1999.

A notice of availability will be published in the Federal Register
announci ng i ssuance of the draft SEIS.

Carolyn A Lunsford,

Air Force Federal Register Liaison Oficer.
[FR Doc. 99-8977 Filed 4-9-99; 8:45 anj
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