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MEMORANDUM

SUBJECT: The ZSoviet Reconnaissance Satellite
Program

A Boviet military reconnaissance satellite pro-
gram appears to be well under way with possibly as
many as 12 flights since 1982, The program USes re-
coverdble vehicles lavcached frog Tyvuratam under the
mantle of the CoSmos series,

2 program is expensive, possibly cosSt-
ing much as 300 te 700 million dollars =o {ar,
and places added demands on reseurces availabhle “or
Soviet space pragt;msf A requirement for precise
Targeting iniormiation on US targets, not obtainakls
through other~collection means, seems to be the
primary _reison for the progran. Also, Soviet col-
lectiorn of other military intelligence on the US
could be usefully supplemented by satellite photog-
raphi} Khrushchev's open acknowledgments of ths
brogram have been aimed at stepping U-2 flights

over Cubi, but also imply a desire for a tacit under-
standing oo reconnaissance satellites, The existence
of the Soviet program tends to reduce the likelihood
cf 3 Soviet attempt to attack a US satellite,

* * * = 3 Y = x

1. We have concluded that the Soviet military
reconnalissance satellite program mav have invelwved
as many as 12 flipghts sipce 1862, The evidence is
convincing that these were nilitary reconnaissance
Satellites, although they may have had additional
missions, Their launch times and arbits were idezlly

Frepared jointly by the Directorate of Sciencs and
Technology and the Directoarate of Intelligence,
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guited for receconaissance coverage of the US
during daylight hours, the Payload was recovered,
they were warth oriented and stabilized within
the requirements of a scophisticated camera 5
tem, and telemetry from reflected payload

them
dctivity like that of a reconna issance photo-
graphic pavyload,
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8. The series launched from Tyuratam may have
had Ether missions in addition to photographic re.
connaissance,

the Tyuratam
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9. Also impertant is the additienal strain
impased o0 the human and material resources avail-
able for Soviet space programs oy the demands of a
reaconnalissance program,

1. We believe that the USSH has made thi
large investment fprimarily for missile targeting
purpases. Strateégic missile systems reqoiTe pre-
cise information on the geodetic reld itonship of
the target to the launch point particularly in
the case of hardened targets. The prec target-
og information needed on the hundreds of targets
n the U3 is only-obtainable by satellite photog-
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12, In view of Soviet activity in the recon-
naissance satellite field, Moscow may be more tol-
erant of similar US programs than it has been ip
the past. Khrushechev's recent open acknowledgment
of both US and Soviet efforts tends to bear this
out. Although his immediate objective in these re-
marks has been to secure a cessation of L-2 flights
over Cuba, they sugges:t a desire an his part for a
tacit understandineg with the US on reconnaissance
satellites.

L3, We believe that the Soviets intend to de-
velan an antisatellite cao

In cur view, however

ence 0l a SOVIeT recofnaissance satellize program
Lencs to reduce the likelihood of a Saviet attempt
to destroy or neusralize a US satellits
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