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Whether Covexnor Reckefeller, 1€ appointed 88 Vige
President, is requived to execute A bliné grust in
ardex £o weié sossihle violation of 18 ) .5.0Q, 208

This rnﬁg@mﬁﬁ to the above question presented to e, ﬂm
by Mr. Wilderotter orally. Por reasuns 44 acussed hereafter, out
auswer ia in the negative. The Vice President would, however,
hammdi:qmﬁ-'-;_ 1f.from participating as sn officer in the
executive bransh mzi.miar matrers whtah have an sffect oen his
pi?mml finaneial mte::ent:s or those of his wife or minor children,
m'

, 1. 18 1.8.0. 208(a), so far as relevant hm. rtqaims an,
cttice: ox smpiafes of, 1oy Lot TIein Sy petienlas

. TS ] .ym 8 ria I 8113‘ ti , &
W ttay 0o hiz knowledge %'W .
or mwinor chtld has a fina 1 interest. If heéﬁesmtéa%,
he is sublject to eriminal prosecution.

ensctmant of the conflict of iunterest law in

Prior te
1862 {m 1% U.5. ¢‘.. 2’52*2@9}, & non-statulory procedure had been

ed for President Eisenhower and other executive branch
aﬂmmléem designed to obvhea confliets of interest pwblm
E!’.iﬂ frm ﬁmir suhs,- ;_ f-, : This we '

sryment ssrvice. m ap 'oinﬁea wag Dot informed a5 to the sale
of sssets deposited in the trust, or as to what new assats were

o ; nor d4id he hmre n{ povar of contyul over the assets
in the twust duriag its durat

The viqw has been expressed by a leading authority on the
conflict of mmest law thet tha requiresent of “'kmwgy e for
pxosecution wader sectien 2&3 . ends atatutory ssuction €O

%



o _@gﬁeham to # them from conflict of {aterest problems '; .

© Comstitution he is primarily ia the leglslarive branch, snd
- thevefore, 1B U.8.¢, 208 iayim ’ 'itf ghat

the /[Blind trust) rouéate estebitshed for President Eisenhowe

o~ >
.

3. The conflict of interast atatute, hmmw: does not by

iaa terms apply to a President ox Vide Preside But the

2 of the bribery statute (18 U.5.C. 201}, mete& ay f:hé
same t:imasﬁmcaaﬂiatnf inmwtmtuzu, applies to ®

- oon who has been nanimmé or to be a ubl:ln offic
18 u.s.c. 101{4) 1a _ L4
, ﬁtﬁ to a Viee ?faaidm:: I g

pears te be broad smough to
: , .,andappointadmﬁwehs went:

Avendment. Absent smy ecntravy svidemce of congressiomal
intent, we ara inclined also to conelude that 18 U.8.C. 208 appifes
to the Vica President. It is arguable, howaver, that under Eka '

: On the othsr hasid, the
Viee President slso performs exscutive functions, which include
eipation in all Cabimet meetings snd, by statute, sesbevahiy
in the Natfonal Sseurivy ﬁmme&l, whong others. hw&&%;ﬁ:
Executive order, the Viee President ' tha Dow :
Couneil. On these emsim. he 8 gerving eg an uffim of m
mmva branch.

However, even 1f the Vice E’miﬂeaz :Ls ragardaé B;k subject o
IsﬂSc.ms.thatmﬁm require hin hhﬁm
eial holdings in 2 blfad trust. Indee n 208 1 '
reference whatever to a blimd truse. If he éeeex nat u&ebuﬁx a
blind trust, he would be obliged by section 208 to disgualify
hinuiﬁ from participatin pemmny end substantially in any
paxticulsr matter in wh o his knowledge, ha, his W&, ninar,
shild or organizatrion i.n ick lua ia perviug as officer, diveet
frustee, or partner has & £ sl intevest, But it ia 3
guttpmuible that asny such nutter vmld arise as to a Vice Msi-»
ent.
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